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The make-up of this version
of theHerd starts with Brown, a
three-year starter at free safety,
and company on defense.
The unit finished fourth in
the league in total D in 2010 and
returns plenty of star-power.
“We have nine or 10 guys
back,” said second-year head
coach Doc Holliday. “We have
a lot of young kids that have
played.
“I always talk about it being a
personnel-driven game. We’re
better defensively and we have
to be because I truly believe that
the quickest way for us to win a
championship is to play great
defense.
“The two teams that played
for the (C-USA) championship
a year ago, Central Florida was
No. 1 (in total defense) and SMU
wasNo. 3.Wewere four. And as
bad aswewere early, I felt that’s
one area where we made great
improvements and we have to
continue to build on that.”
Senior defensive end Vinny
Curry will continue to be the
rock of the unit. The preseason
C-USA Defensive Player of the
Year is coming off a 12-sack, 18
tackle-for-loss season.
“Vinny deserves everything
he gets,” Holliday said. “Vinny
made a great decision to not
declare for the (NFL) draft.
Vinny came back for his senior
year so that he can graduate and
have a great year.
“And he needs to do that.”
On offense, it’s all about
who steps and takes command
behind center.
Duringpreseason camp, soph-

omore A.J. Graham and fresh-
man RakeemCato have seemed
to solidify themselves as the
obvious 1-2 quarterbacks.
Butwho becomes the one and
who becomes the two?
Graham has the most experi-
ence, appearing in two games
last season before suffering a
year-ending ankle injury. Cato
is younger and a littlemore raw,
but appears to have an energy
level that is rubbing off on his
teammates.
“I think Graham has had his
best camp and has been playing
his best football since I’ve been
here,” Holliday said. “But both
those guys are making good
decisions and doing a nice job”
Graham and Cato’s playmak-
ing options include any one of
the deep pool of running backs
(withTronMartinez andTravon
Van at the top) and the likes of
Aaron Dobson and Antavious
Wilson at receiver.
It will be all of their duty
— the entire squad — to make
2011 an unexpectedly winning
season.
“Let’s go,” Brown said. “I’m
ready.”

MARSHALL THUNDERING HERD
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. Hometown
1 A.J. Graham QB 6-4 213 So. Tallahassee, Fla.
2 Tron Martinez RB 5-9 201 So. Hampton, Va.
3 Aaron Dobson WR 6-3 213 Jr. Dunbar, W.Va.
4 Troy Evans WR 5-9 201 Sr. Oakland, Calif.
5 Rashad Jackson DB 5-9 179 Sr. Belle Glade, Fla.
5 Remi Watson RB 5-11 195 Fr. Lakeland, Fla.
6 Phillip Warren DB 5-10 186 Fr. Miami, Fla.
6 Davonte Allen WR 6-1 180 Fr. Belle Glade, Fla.
7 Tyrone Carper DB 5-9 169 Sr. Bluefield, Va.
7 Travon Van RB 5-10 190 Fr. La Mesa, Calif.
8 Keith Baxter DB 5-11 180 Fr. Homestead, Fla.
9 Antavious Wilson WR 6-0 197 Jr. Pahokee, Fla.
10 Eddie Sullivan QB 6-1 195 So. Boca Raton, Fla.
11 Wayne Bonner WR 6-3 203 Sr. Milledgeville, Ga.
12 Rakeem Cato QB 6-1 170 Fr. Miami, Fla.
13 Armonze Daniel LB 6-4 225 Fr. Avon, Ind.
14 Tyler Pate QB 6-0 165 Fr. Hurricane
14 Raheem Waiters S 6-1 199 Fr. Quincy, W.Va.
15 Blake Frohnapfel QB 6-5 210 Fr. Stafford, Va.
16 Ricarlo Bell WR 6-2 200 Fr. Falls Church, Va.
16 Lawrence Johnson DB 6-3 200 So. West Bloomfield, Mich.
17 Tommy Shuler WR 5-9 185 Fr. Miami, Fla.
18 Jermaine Kelson WR 5-8 173 So. Miami, Fla.
19 Andre Booker WR 5-10 173 Jr. Sarasota, Fla.
20 Derek Robinson DB 5-10 170 Fr. Davie, Fla.
20 Nick Stevens K 5-8 195 Jr. Gallipolis, Ohio
21 C.J. Crawford TE 6-2 220 So. Huntington
22 D.J. Hunter S 6-0 202 Fr. Middletown, Ohio
23 Justin Haig K 5-10 180 Fr. Delray Beach, Fla.
24 Jazz King WR 5-11 190 Fr. Duncan, S.C.
24 Cortez Carter LB 6-0 210 Fr. Bealeton, Va.
25 Devin Arrington LB 6-2 208 Jr. Portsmouth, Va.
26 Gator Hoskins TE 6-2 235 So. Gainesville, Fla.
27 Billy Mitchell LB 6-3 226 So. Navarre, Fla.
27 Matt Preston WR 6-2 185 Fr. Warren, Ohio
28 Corie Wilson DB 5-10 170 Fr. Miami, Fla.
29 Martin Ward RB 5-9 220 Jr. Jonesboro, Ga.
30 Evan McKelvey DB 6-1 185 Fr. Moncks Corner, S.C.
31 Omar Brown DB 5-11 194 Jr. Moncks Corner, S.C.
32 Allan Wasonga RB 5-9 200 Fr. Parkersburg, W.Va.
33 T.J. Ross LB 6-0 220 So. Durham, N.C.
34 Zach Dunston S 6-1 195 So. Virginia Beach, Va.
35 Kellen Harris LB 6-3 237 Sr. Sharon, Pa.
36 Monterius Lovett DB 5-10 168 So. Tallahassee, Fla.
37 Tyler Warner K 6-4 212 Sr. Parkersburg, W.Va.
38 Joe Johnson DB 5-11 192 Fr. New Smyrna Beach, Fla.
39 Darryl Roberts DB 5-11 171 So. Lakeland, Fla.
40 Ra’Shawde Myers DE 6-4 215 Fr. Cocoa, Fla.
41 Kase Whitehead P 5-10 202 Sr. Maryville, Tenn.
42 Essray Taliaferro RB 5-8 179 So. Ashburn, Va.
42 Sam Tindal DB 5-11 190 Fr. Craigsville, W.Va.
43 Trevor Black DE 6-2 233 So. Charlotte, N.C.
44 Derek Mitchell DB 6-1 200 So. Point Pleasant, W.Va.
45 Matt Pickett LB 6-2 235 So. Charlotte, N.C.
46 Jermaine Holmes LB 5-11 230 Fr. Valdosta, Ga.
47 Tyson Gale LB 6-3 230 Sr. Alva, Okla.
48 George Carpenter LB 5-10 222 Sr. Lancaster, Ohio
49 Ardy Holmes CB 5-9 175 Fr. Charlotte, N.C.
50 Robert Way LB 6-2 200 Fr. Belle Glade, Fla.
51 Deon Meadows LB 5-11 215 Fr. Smyrna, Tenn.
52 Malcolm Strong DE 6-4 210 Fr. Stone Mountain, Ga.
53 Alex Bazzie LB 6-1 233 So. Silver Spring, Md.
54 Cameron Brown LB 6-0 220 Fr. Sharon, Pa.
55 Zach Wellman LB 6-0 238 Fr. Huntington
55 Josue Joseph OL 6-4 275 Fr. Orlando, Fla.
56 Grady Kerr OL 6-2 295 Fr. New Smyrna Beach, Fla.
57 Seth Doss LB 6-0 205 Fr. Marlinton, W.Va.
58 Jeremiah Taylor DL 6-4 241 So. South Point, Ohio
60 Chris Jasperse OL 6-4 301 Fr. Greensboro, N.C.
61 David Rumley OL 6-3 281 Jr. Gallipolis, Ohio
62 James Allen OL 6-2 268 Fr. Bradenton, Fla.
63 Chris Bowers OL 6-2 293 Jr. Ona
64 John Bruhin OL 6-4 334 Sr. Powell, Tenn.
66 Channing Smith OL 6-0 250 Fr. Huntington
67 Pierre Maignan OL 6-5 255 Fr. Miami, Fla.
68 Anthony Spano OL 6-2 275 Fr. Naples, Fla.
69 Trevor Mendelson OL 6-6 298 Fr. Dublin, Ohio
70 Corey Tenney OL 6-7 296 So. New Castle, Va.
71 Sebastian Johansson OL 6-5 315 Fr. Sweden
73 Ryan Tillman OL 6-5 288 Sr. Centerville, Va.
74 Alex Schooler OL 6-6 292 So. Wichita, Kan.
75 C.J. Wood OL 6-5 302 Sr. Gainesville, Fla.
76 Garrett Scott OL 6-4 287 So. Douglas, Va.
77 Jordan Jeffries OL 6-7 315 So. Oswego, Ill.
78 Clint Van Horn OL 6-6 300 Fr. Beckley, W.Va.
79 Josh Lovell OL 6-6 288 Fr. Christchurch, Va.
81 Craig Wilkins WR 5-11 180 Fr. Hialeah, Fla.
82 Bryce Williams TE 6-6 185 Fr. Winston Salem, N.C.
83 Eric Frohnapfel TE 6-6 210 Fr. Stafford, Va.
84 Dameon Garrett WR 6-0 207 Fr. Cincinnati, Ohio
85 Trent Martin K 6-2 210 Fr. Virginia Beach, Va.
86 Jamie Hatten TE 6-5 238 Jr. Hendersonville, N.C.
87 Steve Dillon DL 6-3 245 Fr. Palmdale, Calif.
87 Austin Dumas P 6-1 185 Fr. Bradenton, Fla.
88 Demetrius Evans WR 6-2 189 So. Belle Glade, Fla.
89 Joe Woodrum TE 6-5 230 Fr. Bluefield, W.Va.
90 Blake Brooks DL 6-3 300 Fr. South Charleston
91 Darien Moody DE 6-2 235 Fr. Columbus, Ohio
92 James Rouse DL 6-5 244 So. Harrisonburg, Va.
93 Brandon Bullock DT 6-3 378 Sr. Egg Harbor City, N.J.
94 Jarquez Samuel DL 6-5 240 Fr. Valdosta, Ga.
95 James Power LS 6-3 240 Fr. Myrtle Beach, S.C.
96 Brandon Sparrow DL 6-4 282 So. Bedford, Va.
97 Marques Aiken DL 6-4 265 So. Lauderhill, Fla.
98 Delvin Johnson DT 6-3 312 Sr. Woodruff, S.C.
99 Vinny Curry DE 6-5 270 Sr. Neptune, N.J.

COACHING STAFF
HEAD COACH: Doc Holliday
COACH’S RECORD AT MU: 5-7, 2nd season
COACH’S CAREER RECORD: 5-7, 2nd season
ASST. HEAD COACH/CO-OFFENSIVE COORD./QBS: Tony

Petersen
OFFENSIVE COORD./LINE: Bill Legg
DEFENSIVE COORD./LBS: Chris Rippon
SECONDARY: Mike Cassity
TIGHT ENDS: Phil Ratliff
RBS/RECRUITING COORD.: JaJuan Seider
SAFETIES: Fred Tate
ASSISTANT AD FOOTBALL OPERATIONS: Mark Gale
RECEIVERS: Gerard Parker
SAFETIES: Todd Hartley
STRENGTH AND CONDITIONING: James Townsend

Herd
n Continued from 3G

MARSHALL FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
(Subject to change)

Date Opponent Location Time
Sept. 4 at West Virginia Morgantown 3:30 p.m.

Sept. 10 vs. Southern Miss Huntington 3:30 p.m.

Sept. 17 at Ohio Athens, Ohio 7 p.m.

Sept. 24 vs. Virginia Tech Huntington 3:30 p.m.

Oct. 1 at Louisville Louisville, Ky. 3:30 p.m.

Oct. 8 at UCF Orlando, Fla. 4 p.m.

Oct. 15 vs. Rice Huntington TBA

Oct. 22 at Houston Houston, Texas 4:30 p.m.

Oct. 29 vs. UAB Huntington Noon

Nov. 12 at Tulsa Tulsa, Okla. TBA

Nov. 17 at Memphis Memphis, Tenn. 8 p.m.

Nov. 26 vs. East Carolina Huntington TBA

The Associated Press
MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Tulsa
quarterback G.J. Kinne had a
phenomenal 2010 season, throw-
ing for 3,650 yards, rushing for
561 more and accounting for 38
touchdowns. He ranked fourth
in the nation in total offense.
In Conference USA, he is just
another face in the crowd.

“Every once
in a while, you
get a special
year like this,”

said Tulsa coach Bill Blanken-
ship. “You’ve got a lot of quar-
terbacks with a lot of experi-
ence surrounded by plenty of
playmakers. It should be a really
fun season.”
Offense should be easy to find
this season in C-USA, with tal-
ented and experienced quarter-
backs on nearly every roster.
Houston senior CaseKeenum
headlines the group after the
NCAAgranted him a sixth-year
of eligibility following a season-
ending knee injury. He’s already
in the NCAA career top 10 for
passing yards and touchdown
passes and is one of just two
quarterbacks in Football Bowl
Subdivision history to throw
for more than 5,000 yards in
two seasons.
Joining Keenum and Kinne is
EastCarolina quarterbackDom-

inique Davis, who threw for
3,967 yards and 37 touchdowns.
There’s also SMU’sKyle Padron,
who threw for 3,828 yards and 31
touchdowns. And don’t forget
Southern Miss’ Austin Davis,
who threw for 3,103 yards and
20 touchdowns. There is also
UCF sophomore Jeff Godfrey,
who threw for 2,159 yards and
13 touchdowns as a true fresh-
man to lead the Knights to the
conference title.
While all are prolific, each

has a slightly different way of
making his offense go.
“A lot of people are doing a lot
of things,”Houston coachKevin
Sumlin said. “There’s a million
ways to skin a cat. All you’ve got
to do is look at the numbers and
it will scare you.”
It remains to be seen if one of
the star quarterbacks can turn
his team into the BCS-buster
that C-USA has coveted, but
can’t find. Houston, Southern
Miss andCentral Florida are the

early conference favorites.
“I hope one of our schools
does find a way to break onto
that national stage, because it
would be good for the league,”
Blankenship said. “But it’s not
just quarterback play that wins
championships. You’ve got to
have the whole package.”
How they line up:

UCF
KEY PLAYERS: QB Jeff God-
frey, RB Ronnie Weaver, DB
Kemal Ishmael, DB Josh Rob-
inson. Returning starters: 7
offense, 4 defense.
NOTES: TheKnightswon their
second C-USA championship
in four years last season, and
also beat Georgia in the Liberty
Bowl. ... UCF set a school record
with 11wins in 2010 and finished
ranked 21st in theTop 25. ... UCF
has led C-USA in total defense
the past three seasons.

Southern Miss
KEY PLAYERS: QB Austin
Davis, K Danny Hrapmann, DL
Cordarro Law, RB Kendrick
Hardy. Returning starters: 8
offense, 7 defense.
NOTES: The Golden Eagles
have had 17 consecutive win-
ning seasons, which is the
fourth-longest active streak in
FBS, trailing only Florida State

(29), Florida (20) and Virginia
Tech (18) ... Coach Larry Fedora
hired newdefensive coordinator
DanDisch, whowill change the
defense from a 4-3 base to a 4-2-
5 formation.

Houston
KEY PLAYERS: QB Case Kee-
num, KR/PR Patrick Edwards,
RB Bryce Beall, OL Chris
Thompson. Returning starters:
7 offense, 7 defense.
NOTES: Keenum has already
thrown for 13,586 career yards
and 107 touchdowns. .. Beall led
C-USA with 12 rushing touch-
downs last season. .. Senior line-
backerMarcusMcGraw has led
the team in tackles the last two
seasons, with 110 tackles last
season.

Tulsa
KEY PLAYERS: QBG.J. Kinne,
DB Marco Nelson, PR Damaris
Johnson, OL Clint Anderson.
Returning starters: 10 offense,
8 defense.
NOTES: TheGoldenHurricane
ended the season on a seven-
gamewinning streak, including
a 62-35 victory over Hawaii in
theHawaii Bowl. They finished
24th in theTop 25. .. Johnson has
7,796 career all-purpose yards,
including 2,693 last season.
He had 560 rushing yards, 872

receiving yards, 292 yards on
punt returns and 904 yards on
kick returns.

SMU
KEY PLAYERS: QB Kyle Pad-
ron, RB Zach Line, OL Kelvin
Beachum,DLTaylorThompson.
Returning starters: 10 offense, 8
defense.
NOTES: Padron’s 3,828 yards
passing, 31 touchdown passes
and 35 total touchdowns last
season all set school records. ..
Line rushed for 1,494 yards last
season, which was the second-
highest total in school history,
trailing only Eric Dickerson’s
1,617 rushing yards in 1982.

East Carolina
KEY PLAYERS: QBDominique
Davis, WR Lance Lewis, DB
Emanuel Davis, DB Bradley
Jacobs: Returning starters: 6
offense, 7 defense.
NOTES: Davis accounted for
46 of the Pirates’ 60 touchdowns
last season, earning C-USA
Newcomer of theYear honors. ..
Coach RuffinMcNeill is notice-
ably slimmer than last season.
During C-USA Media Day, he
said he had lost a “fourth-grad-
er” since the 2010 season.

Conference USA full of loaded weapons this year

C-USA Preview

The Associated Press

Houston quarterback Case Keenum, right, waits for a video
interview as coaches and players gathered to talk about the
upcoming season during the Conference USA football media day
at the Memphis Hilton in Memphis, Tenn., on July 3.

Please see C-USA/14G


