The path to pills

Prescription drugs end up in the wrong hands in many ways.
Two large cultures contribute to the prescription drug problem

in West Virginia.

Sharing Culture:
The perception that
prescriptions are safe for
everyone, despite the

drug or dose.

Adult to adult:
... people who think
they are helping
... people who are
self-medicating

Adult to child:
... there is an availability
to leftover prescriptions

Source: Dr. Michael O’Neil, director
of the Center of Excellence for the
Prevention of Drug Diversion and
Substance Abuse at the University
of Charleston School of Pharmacy

Income Culture:
Prescriptions have

become a salable

commodity.

Patients will ...
... “shop” doctors to get
multiple prescriptions

... steal or sell pills for
source of income

Practitioners are ...
... sometimes
threatened by patients
who say they'll take their
business elsewhere if
not given the pills they
want
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